
Child Care Coalition Fall Conference 

“Self - Care Promotes the Playful Spirit” 

Free! 8th Annual Child Care Coalition Conference 

Saturday October 1, 2016 

Yavapai College, Prescott Campus, 1100 E. Sheldon Street 

Prescott,  Arizona 

Sponsored by 



CONFERENCE DETAILS 

 

Date:     Saturday, October 1, 2016 

Time:     9:00 a.m.—3:45 p.m. 

Registration Begins:   7:45a.m.—8:45a.m. 

Location:    Yavapai College 

    Prescott Campus 

    1100 E. Sheldon Street 

    Prescott, Arizona 86301 

    Building 19 

 

SCHEDULE 
Registration & Breakfast    7:45 a.m.—8:45 a.m. 

 

Participants are free to choose workshop sessions on the day of the conference. Room 

capacities will be adhered to; please have a second choice in mind if a workshop fills. 

 

Workshop #1      9:00 a.m.—10:15 a.m. 

 

Workshop #2      10:30 a.m.—11:45 a.m. 

 

Lunch and Round Table Conversation 

 

 Lunch (on your own, college cafeteria open)    11:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 Round Table Discussion    12:30 p.m.—1:30 p.m.  

 

Grand Prize Raffle at 12:30 

must be present to win 

 

Workshop #3      1:45 p.m.—3:45 p.m. 



We are excited to offer the 2016 Child Care Coalition Conference free of charge! 

 

Please register TODAY 
 

Quality First and/or DES licensed sites: 

In partnership with the Arizona Early Childhood Workforce Registry, we are able to offer  

registration through the Registry.  Please log into www.azearlychildhood.org, sign in with your 

username/email and password.                         

 Select: Training Event 

 Select county: Yavapai 

 Select Event: Yavapai Child Care Coalition 

 Select Instructor: Christina Montero  

 Select Location: Prescott 

 Follow prompts to finish registration process 
 

If you are not enrolled in Quality First or do not have a DES license, no problem!  

 You can sign up for the Workforce Registry (simply click on the link www.azearlychildhood.org )  

or you may call: 928.776.0062 to register for the conference.   

(This registration number is only for Non Quality First and Non DES licensed sites) 
 

 

Participants are free to choose workshop sessions on the day of the conference. Room 

capacities will be adhered to, please have a second choice in mind if a workshop fills. 
 

 

A continental breakfast will be available prior to the start of the first session and lunch will be on your 

own.  You are invited to visit the Yavapai College cafeteria or any of the tasty eateries nearby.  
  

The Grand Prize Raffle Drawing will be held promptly at 12:30 pm  

you must be present to win. 
 

 

Our amazingly talented Keynote Speaker: 

Claire Louge, M.Ed from Prevent Child Abuse Arizona 

will be kicking off our afternoon with a lively Round Table discussion 

“Connection and Conversation: Cultivating Our Playful Spirit” 

 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS  

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 
 

An email confirmation will be sent after you have completed your registration.    
On the day of the conference you will be asked to turn in a list of sessions attended after the last session of the day, to  

record your professional development credit  in the Arizona Early Childhood Workforce Registry.   

If you require a paper Certificate of Completion, it will  be mailed to you 6-8 weeks after the conference.  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

http://www.azearlychildhood.org
http://www.azearlychildhood.org


WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR SESSION 1  

9:00A.M. — 10:15AM 

IA First Things First College Scholarship Program 

Tammy Lee, Regional Outreach Coordinator, AZ Early Childhood Workforce Registry 

 

Learn about the Arizona Early Childhood Network and  available early childhood college scholarships. Participants will  

become familiar with the Arizona Early Childhood Workforce Registry and the FTF College Scholarship Program. Funding is 

available immediately.  

IB Have we met? How Social Connections Make Us Strong 

Claire Louge, M.Ed, Prevent Child Abuse Arizona, Director of Training & Outreach 

 

We’re stronger when we’re connected.  Participants will learn to understand the value of helping parents and families  

connect to others, discuss ways to help parents make these connections, and create concrete plans for facilitating more 

connection in their communities. 

1C Trauma in Early Childhood: Understanding Trauma and Responsive Caregiving  

Virginia Hout, MA, LPC, Southwest Human Development  

 

In this workshop, we will deepen our understanding of trauma and how it impacts young children’s relationships,  

development and response to the environment. We will learn how to recognize signs and symptoms of trauma in children 

and begin to explore how we can respond as caregivers to young children who may have experienced trauma.  

1D Circle Time, What do I do now?! 

Shelia Dorshiemer, Director, Learning Castle Children’s Center   

 

Teaching literature, language, science, math, life lessons, storytelling and more using felt boards, finger puppets and props! 

The new finger puppets and props will be for sale. Participants will walk out of the class with a lot of hand & finger plays 

and rhymes.  

1E What is a CASA and what can they do to help the children I work with? 

Quinci Castleberry, Program Manager, Yavapai County CASA  

 

Learn what a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) is and what they do to advocate for foster children in Yavapai  

County.  CASA’s can be a resource to those who work with children including child care providers and teachers.   

Participants will learn how someone can become a CASA, their responsibilities to the court, the children they are assigned to 

and what limitations they have in sharing information as well as how to request a CASA for children enrolled at your center  

or school. 

1F & 2F Early Childhood Learning Collaborative (ECLC)   BOTH MORNING SESSIONS 

Wendy Watson, M.Ed 

 

Join Yavapai County’s Early Childhood Learning Collaborative for a lively, interactive conversation  

surrounding the important work of bridging the gap between preschool and the K-3 world! Attend this session to be  

reminded that your voice and vote does matter!  Worthwhile professional development for anyone who works with children, 

families, and the education system as a whole.  This will be a dialogue you don’t want to miss!  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SESSION WILL OCCUR THROUGH BOTH MORNING SESSIONS. 



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR SESSION 2  

10:30A.M. — 11:45AM 

2A Let’s Move!  
Jerry Dorsheimer, Director, Learning Castle Children’s Center  
 
Music and movement—Songs by Grey & Steve, Hal Palmer, Charlotte Diamond and other artists. In this workshop 
we will be exploring music and movement using scarves, rhythm sticks, bean bags and our body. 

2B Playing with Technology: Does it Really Make our Children into “Baby Einstein’s”?  
Dr. Mark Shelley,  Professor, Yavapai College  
 
There is a lot of pressure—from manufacturers to educators—to immerse children in digital technology for 
“educational play.” What are the pros and cons to using cell phones, iPads, tablets, and computers as “teachers,” 
“babysitters,” or “parent substitutes”? This workshop explores the latest research on technology’s impact on  
children –their cognitive , emotional and social development.  

2C Which Winnie the Pooh Character  Are You? 
Salli Maxwell, M.Ed, Parent Educator, AZ Childrens Association New Directions Institute 
 
Take a personality test to discover which Winnie the Pooh character you are.  This workshop will shed light on how 
to best motivate your staff and co-workers, meet your own needs and engage with the children you serve with a 
better understanding of each temperament. 

2D Strengthening Families in Your Life and Work 
Claire Louge, M.Ed, Prevent Child Abuse Arizona,  Director of Training & Outreach 
 
Through this introductory training, participants will learn an overview of the five Strengthening Families™  
Protective Factors, understand what it means to work with families in a strength-based way, and be able to  
Identify strategies to help cultivate protective factors. 

   

2E Taking Care of Ourselves  
Virginia Hout, MA, LPC, Southwest Human Development  
 
Teaching and caring for young children is a particularly intense and demanding job. Educators and caregivers who 
are stressed find it more difficult to offer praise, nurturance, and the structure that young children need. This 
workshop will offer the opportunity to understand the definition of stress, identify personal sources and signs of 
stress, and understand your own role in stress creation and reduction. We will identify and practice techniques to 
lessen your level of stress at home and work. Finally, participants will create their own plans for responding to and 
managing stress.  

 

1F & 2F Early Childhood Learning Collaborative (ECLC)   BOTH MORNING SESSIONS 
Wendy Watson, M.Ed 
 
CONTINUATION OF 1F.  If you are attending session IF you will continue in the same session for 2F. 



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR SESSION 3  

1:45P.M. — 3:45PM 

3A MATH AND TEACHING STRATEGIES GOLD 
Millie Archer, M.Ed AZ Dept. of Education, Early Childhood Specialist - Special Education 
 
Finding activities to align with the Early Learning Standards and GOLD can be time consuming. In this session  
participants will have the opportunity to explore the tools developed by Teaching Strategies GOLD. Participants 
will recognize Teaching Strategies GOLD tools and activities, investigate the  objectives relating to math within the 
Teaching Strategies GOLD tool, explore Teaching Strategies GOLD math activities and review Teaching Strategies 
GOLD time-saving tips and teacher shortcuts. 

3B STEM ACTIVITIES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD  
Eric Bucher, M. Ed, AZ Dept. of Education, Early Childhood Specialist -Science & STEAM 
 
Investigate how STEM teaching and learning can support young children’s cognitive development, and explore the 
connections between STEM discipline standards, early childhood experiences supporting children ages 3-5, and the 
connection to Kindergarten through 3rd Grade. 

3C Darkness to Light Stewards of Children  
Andrea Legget, Darkness to Light 
 
Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children is an evidence based, trauma-informed child sexual abuse prevention 
curriculum. This training teaches participants the facts about child sexual abuse, how to minimize opportunity, 
how to talk with children and other adults about it, the signs of sexual abuse and how to react upon discovery or 
disclosure. Participants receive their own prevention plan workbook.  CLASS IS CAPPED AT 12 PARTICIPANTS 

3D Playful Group Times 
Jennifer McMillen, MA, Kindergarten Teacher, Mountain Oak Charter School  
 
Join us for an interactive workshop about creating  fun and engaging group activities. There will be a focus on 
sensory motor development and the integration of early learning standards. Come prepared to move and play.  

3E Learning Through Relationships 
Meghan Hays Davis, LSW, MAS, IMH (II), Best for Babies Arizona 
 
Many children in childcare experience trauma and stress in their early lives. Childcare professionals have a unique 
opportunity to foster attachments, create safety in their relationships and nurture children’s love of learning.  
Participants will learn the basics of attachment and attachment - based behaviors. They will also learn simple 
strategies to connect, comfort and educate through their relationships.  

3F Round Table Debrief  
Lisa Blyth, MA, LPC, Regional Director, Yavapai First Things First 
 
This is an opportunity to discuss all the ideas that were generated during our lunch time Round Table discussions.  
Did you hear something you’d like to know more about?  Are there some ideas you’d like to further develop with 
your colleagues?  Would you like to start or create a plan to be able to put into action when you return to work 
next week?  If your answer is yes to any of these questions, then please join our conversation to wrap up your day 
at the conference. 



   

 

Round Table  

Facilitator 

Claire Louge 

 

 

Connection and Conversation 

Cultivating a Playful Spirit 

Claire Louge, M.Ed. is the Director of Training and Outreach with Prevent Child Abuse 

Arizona, a statewide non-profit organization that works to shift the public conversation 

about child maltreatment so that prevention is the priority. She also serves as President 

of the Friends of the Family Enrichment Center, a high-quality early education center on 

Yavapai College campus in Prescott. Claire obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Human  

Development from Cornell University and her Masters in Human Relations from North-

ern Arizona University. Prior to her work with Prevent Child Abuse Arizona, Claire 

worked with First Things First, the Arizona state agency dedicated to making sure all 

young children are ready to succeed in school and in life. 

 
Claire will use the Community Café Model to lead participants through a Round - Table 

discussion about what the child care community, wants, needs, and how these things can 

be achieved. 
 

Community Café Model - A successful and innovative way to brainstorm. An open 

way to gain insight into other’s opinions.  A creative approach to developing an overview 

on any topic. 

 

 

 

 



 
DIRECTIONS TO YAVAPAI COLLEGE 

PRESCOTT CAMPUS 

 

1100 E. Sheldon Street, Prescott, Arizona, 86301 

From the South: 

 Take I-17 North  

 Take exit 262 toward Prescott for 34 miles  

 Merge onto East Sheldon Street 

 Take the first right at the stop light onto the 

Yavapai College Campus  

 

From Ashfork: 

 Take State Route 89 for 50.5 miles into Prescott 

 Take slight right onto East Sheldon Street 

 Take the first right at the stop light onto the 

Yavapai College Campus. 

From Flagstaff and Northeast: 

 Take I-17 South  

 Take exit 278, AZ-169 15.1 miles 

 Turn right onto South State Route 69/AZ-69 for 14.8 

miles 

 Merge onto East Sheldon Street 

 Take the first right at the stop light onto the  

   Yavapai College Campus 

 

Registration, 

Break-out  

Sessions and 

Round Table 

will be held in  

Building 19 

Parking 

Cafeteria is in 

Building 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Credit available for Participants of the October 1, 2016 ECE conference! 

(1 college credit is equal to 15 seat hours!) 

 

What to do to receive credit? 

1. Register for the conference (sponsored by the Child Care Coalition,  

Yavapai College & First Things First) 

2.  Visit www.yc.edu to register for: 

 

ECE 298- Special Topics in Early Childhood Education (1 credit)   Yavapai College crn: 30996 

Tuition rate is $79.00 for 1 credit- and is due within 24 hours of registration. If you are a current college 

student, your financial aid may be available for this course- ask your financial aid adviser! 

 

(Sorry- no late ‘same day’ registration available) 

On the day of the conference, stop by the Yavapai College vendor table to pick up your follow up  

assignment details AND check your Yavapai College e-mail for additional information from instructor! 

Questions? Call Le Anne Lawhead at 928-776-2306 or e-mail: leanne.lawhead@yc.edu 

http://www.yc.edu


 

The Child Care Coalition 

would like to thank these    

partner agencies for their 

support of the               

Child Care Coalition        

Conference! 

 

Learning Castle Children's Center L LC 


